
m SUPPLEMENTAL PUBLIC NOTICE 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
New York District 

Jacob K. Javits Federal Building 

New York, N.Y. 10278-0090 

ATTN: Regulatory Branch 

To Whom It May Concern: 

In replying refer to: 
Supplemental Public Notice Number: 

NAN-2016-00908-A-EHA 
Issue Date: 17 OCT 2019 
Expiration Date: Monday 18 NOV 2019 

The purpose of this Supplemental Public Notice is to make available for public and 
agency review and comment the permit applicant's [Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line 
Company] the results of an analysis of the chemical, physical, and biological testing 
of the applicant's proposed dredged materials for ocean placement. This ocean 
placement request is made pursuant to Section 103 of the Marine Protection, 
Research & Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1413). 

This supplemental public notice supplements the New York District public notice 
published on March 27, 2018. The Northeast Supply Enhancement Project's public 
notice is available at: 

APPLICANT: Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC 
2800 Post Oak Boulevard, L-17 
Houston, Texas 77056 

ACTIVITY: Install by burial a 26-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline 

WATERWAY: Raritan Bay, Lower New York Bay, Atlantic Ocean 

LOCATION: Between, Old Bridge Township, Middlesex County, New Jersey and tied 
into an existing natural gas pipeline in the Atlantic Ocean off the 
Rockaways, Queens County, New York 

A detailed description and application drawings of the permit applicant's proposed ocean 
disposal activity are enclosed to assist in your review. 

The decision whether to issue a final permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impact, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be 
relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among 
those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
historic properties, fish and wildlife values, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shore 
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy 
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property 
ownership and, in general the needs and welfare of the people. The decision of whether 

https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Regulatory-Public-
Notices/Article/1477417/nan-2016-00908-eha/
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Supplemental Public Notice NAN-2016-00908-A-EHA 

OCEAN PLACEMENT WORK DESCRIPTION 

The permit applicant, Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company, LLC (Transco), has 
requested Department of the Army authorization for the ocean disposal of approximately 
735,000 cubic yards of dredged material from the excavation / dredging of the trench for 
their proposed  new 26-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline, including its subsea 
manifold tie-in and cathodic protection elements for the Northeast Supply Enhancement 
(NESE) project. 

The subject new approximately 24-mile-long natural gas pipeline would be buried below 
Raritan Bay and Lower New York Bay between New Jersey and New York. The vast 
majority of the pipeline (15 miles) would be buried with 4 feet of cover with a jet plow 
trencher. Four (4) feet of cover is the maximum depth that a jet plow trencher can provide. 
Two (2) miles of the pipeline would be buried deepest by Horizontal Directional Drilling under 
the existing 53-foot and 45-foot deep draft navigation channels with at least 15 feet of cover 
underneath the channels. The remaining 7 miles must be buried by dredging/excavating the 
trench so that there is 15 feet of cover over the pipeline within navigation channels and  
seven (7) feet of cover within the vessel anchorage area west of Chapel Hill navigation 
channel. The 15-foot and 7-foot cover requirements in areas in the vicinity of all mapped 
navigation channels and vessel operating anchorage areas are required to prevent pipeline 
and vessel damage from vessel anchor strikes.

The dredging/excavating of the trench will generate approximately 822,000 cubic yards of 
dredged material. All of this dredged material was sampled and tested. Eighty-seven 
thousand (87,000) cubic yards was found to be not be appropriate for open water placement. 
Of the balance, the permit applicant has requested permission to transport and place 
approximately 735,000 cubic yards of the dredged material as Remediation Material at the 
Atlantic Ocean's Historic Area Remediation Site (HARS). 

The bay bottom material moved by the jet plow trencher, as it imbeds the pipeline, will 
automatically cover the pipeline. Clean construction grade sand dredged from nearby 
navigation channels will be used to back fill the pipeline and provide the 15 feet of cover. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead Federal Agency and has 
regulatory jurisdiction over the entire Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE) project 
pursuant to Sections 7{b) and 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act and Part 157 of the FERC 
Commission's regulations. 

On January 25, 2019, FERC issued the Final Federal Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS), which may be viewed on the FERC website (www.ferc.gov). 

On May 3, 2019, FERC issued a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct, install, own, operate, and maintain the Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE) 
project, which may be viewed on the FERC website (www.ferc.gov). 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORIC AREA REMEDIATION SITE (HARS): 

In 1972, the Congress of the United States enacted the Marine Protection, Research and 
Sanctuaries Act (MPRSA) to address and control the dumping of materials .into ocean 
waters. Title I of the Act authorized the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US 
Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) to regulate dumping in ocean waters. The EPA and 
USAGE share responsibility for MPRSA permitting and ocean disposal site management. 
Regulations implementing MP RSA can be found at 40 CFR Sections 220 through 229. With 
few exceptions, MPRSA prohibits the transportation of material from the United States for 
the purpose of ocean dumping except as may be authorized by a permit issued under the 
MPRSA. The MPRSA divides permitting responsibility between EPA and USAGE. Under 
Section 102 of the MP RSA, EPA has responsibility for issuing permits for all materials other 
than dredged material. Under Section 103 of MP RSA, the Secretary of the Army has the 
responsibility for issuing permits for dredged material. Determinations to issue MPRSA 
permits for dredged material are subject to EPA concurrence. 

In the fall of 1997, EPA Region 2 de-designated and terminated the use of the New York 
Bight Dredged Material Disposal Site (commonly known as the Mud Dump Site or MOS). 
The MOS had been designated in 1984 for the disposal of up to 100 million cubic yards of 
dredged material from navigation channels and other port facilities within the Port of New 
York and New Jersey. Simultaneous with the closure of the MOS, the site and surrounding 
areas that had been used historically as disposal sites for dredged materials were 
redesignated as the HARS under authority of Section 102(c) of MPRSA at 40 CFR Sections 
228.15(d)(6) (See 62 Fed. Reg. 46142 (August 29, 1997); 62 Fed. Reg. 26267 (May 13, 
1997). The HARS will be managed to reduce impacts of historic disposal activities at the 
site to acceptable levels in accordance with 40 CFR Section 228.11 (c). The need to 
remediate the HARS is supported by the presence of toxic effects, dioxin bioaccumulation 
exceeding Category 1 levels in worm tissue (a definition of which appears in a memorandum 
reviewing the results of the applicant's testing), as well as TCDD/PCB contamination in area 
lobster stocks. Individual elements of those data do not establish that sediments within the 
Study Area are imminent hazards to the New York Bight Apex ecosystem, living resources, 
or human health. However, the collective evidence presents cause for concern, and justifies 
the need for remediation. Further information on the conditions in the Study Area and the 
surveys performed may be found in the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(EPA, 1997). 

The designation of the HARS identifies an area (See Figures 2 and 3) in and around the 
former Mud Dump Site (MOS) that has exhibited the potential for adverse ecological 
impacts. The HARS will be remediated with dredged material that meets current Category 
1 standards and will not cause significant undesirable effects including through 
bioaccumulation or unacceptable toxicity, in accordance with 40 CFR 227.6. This dredged 
material is referred to as "Material for Historic Area Remediation Site (HARS)" or "HARS 
Remediation Material." 

As of the end of September 2019, dredged materials from one hundred twenty-seven (127) 
different completed and ongoing Department of the Army (DA) permitted and federal 
dredging projects in the Port of New York and New Jersey have been dredged and placed 
as Remediation Material in the ocean at the HARS since the closure of the MOS and 
designation of the HARS in September 1997. This represents approximately 76.51 million 
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Sediment Grain Size Analysis: 

As depicted on the attached drawing (Figure 1), the proposed dredging area has been 
characterized by 31 sediment core samples within the 10 test areas: four were within 
Prism A 1, three within Prism A2aU, three within Prism A2AL, five within Prism C, three 
within Prism D, three within Prism E1a, three within Prism E2a, five within Prism Fa, two 
within Prism G and three within Prism A3. Cores were taken down to design depth plus one 
foot allowable overdepth. The applicant plans to bury the pipeline to a certain 
depth (referred to as "the design depth") which will change along the proposed 
pipeline route, as shown on Figure 4, due to differing burial depth requirements for 
certain use areas such as anchorage areas, side slopes and navigation channels. 
Each composite (excluding A3) were subjected to chemical and biological testing. Based 
upon an analysis of sediment samples from the project area submitted by the 
applicant and their contract laboratory, the grain size characteristics of the 
proposed dredged material are: 

Composites . %sand %silt %clav 

Prism A1 78.0 2.4 19.6 
Prism A2aU 86.7 2.7 10.6 
Prism A2al 87.3 1.6 11.1 

Prism C 27.3 6.7 66.0 
Prism D 21.3 6.4 72.3 

Prism E1a 3.13 5.67 91.2 
Prism E2a 4.8 9.7 85.5 
Prism Fa 83.7 3.3 13.0 
Prism G 89.3 2.2 8.5 

Prism A3 5.4% gravel 91.2% sand 3.4% silt/clay 

For Prism A3, EPA Region 2 and USAGE New York District evaluated bathymetric 
surveys, bottom sediment core logs and ocean current data from Prism A-3 to determine 
whether the proposed dredged material meets the criteria for ocean placement without 
additional testing as described in the Ocean Dumping Regulations at 40 CFR 
227.13(b)(1). As specified in the regulations, the proposed dredged material satisfies 
these criteria if it is composed predominantly of sand, gravel, rock or any other naturally 
occurring bottom material with particle sizes larger than silt, and the material is found in 
areas of high current or wave energy such as streams with large bed loads or coastal 
areas with shifting bars and channels. The EPA Region 2 and USA CE New York District's 
evaluation concluded that sand to be dredged from Prism A-3 meets the requirements of 
40 CFR 227.13(b)(1) and is suitable for placement in the ocean at the Historic Area 
Remediation Site (HARS) as Remediation Material without additional evaluation. 

Results of the chemical and biological testing for the rest of the prisms are summarized 
below. 

Evaluation of the liquid phase: Chemistry 

Under the requirements of 40 CFR 227.6(c)(1) and 227.27(a), chemical analysis was 
conducted on project area site water and elutriate. Results of this evaluation are 
summarized in Table 1. Please note in reading Table 1 that detection limits have been listed 
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NORTHEAST SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Minimum Cover 

Requirements: 

MP12-MP17: 
MP17-MP18: 
MP18-MP24: 

4 Feet 
15 Feet 
4 Feet 

MP24-MP24.75: 7 Feet

MP24.75-MP25.5 15 Feet 
MP25.5-MP29.5: 4 Feet

MP29.5-MP30.5: 15 Feet

MP30.5-MP35: 4 Feet 
-,------.., , 
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